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Early on the morning of the twenty-seventh the Twelfth Corps
took the road, and marching as far as Hartwood Church that day,
bivouacked there. The next morning the men were awakened
without any sound of drum or bugle, for the movement of the col- .
umn was intended to be a surprise. The march was conducted
quietly, the soldiers having been instructed to refrain from cheering,
shouting, or any unnecessary noise. The entire corps encamped that
afternoon at four p. m. near Kelly's Ford, on the Rappahannock.
Here General Slocum, pursuant to his orders, took command of the
Eleventh and Twelfth Corps. He was instructed to proceed with
them to Chancellorsville, where he would be joined by the Fifth
Corps, which he was to assume command of also by virtue of sen
iority. '*' This order placed General Slocum in temporary command
of the right wing of the army, composed at that time of the three
corps mentioned and Pleasanton's cavalry.
The march was made in fine weather, on roads free from mud
or dust. The air was pleasant with the mildness of southern spring
and fragrant with the perfume of early flowers. The peach trees
were everywhere in bloom, adding beauty to a country diversified
with farms and woodlands. At times the view from some elevation
on · the route presented all the interesting sights incidental to a
marching army - the long, dark column winding its tortuous course
across the landscape, while as far as one could see it could be traced
by the shimmering light reflected from the polished rifles.
The march was resumed on Wednesday morning, April twenty
ninth; at four o'clock. The Twelfth Corps, followed by the Elev
enth, crossed the pontoon bridge at Kelly's Ford, and pushed ·
rapidly forward to Germanna Ford on the Rapidan. Here Ruger's
Brigade, having the advance, surprised a detachment of Confederates
who were engaged in building a bridge across the river. N early all
of the latter, 125 in number, were on the opposite side of the
stream; but a well-directed fire from the skirmishers of the T hird
Wisconsin and Second Massachusetts prevented their escape. The
" Johnnies" lost a few men killed or wounded, after which they .
came out from behind the old mill and piles of bridge timber where
they had sought shelter, threw up their hands, waded the stream and
surrendered. On their way to the rear they gave frequent vent to
expressions of astonishment when they saw the thousands of troops
. * Official Records. Vol.
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that were massed in the woods and fields along the road. Slocum's
movement thus far had evidently been conducted without the
knowledge of the enemy.
'Fhe sound of the firing brought General Slocum quickly to the
front. When the affair was over he gave orders for the immediate
crossing of the river. There was some hesitation, some talk of
waiting for the completion of the bridge on which the pioneers of the
corps had already commenced work; for the current was deep, swift
and dangerous. It was noticed that in the detachment of cavalry
men that attempted the crossing some of the horses were swept off
their feet and carried down the stream. Slocum returned shortly
and, seeing the delay, used some sharp words of disapprobation over
the seeming neglect to obey his orders promptly. The men fixed
bayonets immediately, hung their cartridge boxes and haversacks on
their bayonets, and plunged into the chilling water, the One Hundred
and Seventh New York taking the lead. The water came up to the
armpits of the soldiers, and as the bottom was rough and stony
some of the men stumbled and lost their footing. A party of cav
alrymen mounted on the largest, heaviest horses formed a cordon,
with short intervals, in the stream just below the wading, struggling
line of infantry, and when a man was swept down the stream he was
rescued by one of the troopers, who grabbed the unfortunate
" doughboy" by the hair. Despite these precautions there was a
rumor at the time that three men of the First Division were drowned,
although the official reports make no mention of this occurrence.
Ruger's and Knipe's Brigades, with Battery M, First New York
Light Artillery, forded the river. It was noticed that as the guns
of the battery were hauled out on the farther shore the water poured
in streams from the muzzles. By the time these troops had passed
: over, the bridge was completed far enough to permIt the passage of
the rest of the column dry shod.
In directing the action of the troops while fording the river no
detail escaped the eye of the corps commander. Some trifling delay
was caused by men who waited while they transferred the con
tents of their pockets to their haversacks. Noticing this Slocum
shouted, "Never mind your pocketbooks, boys, but keep · your
powder dry!" This order was greeted with a hearty laugh and
cries of "All right, General; " but, nevertheless, the wily veterans
succeeded in keeping their pocketbooks dryas well as their cartridges.
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While Slocum was sitting on his horse, intently watching his
men who were struggling so manfully in the river, an officer rode up
and, presenting the compliments of General Meade, announced that
the Fifth Corps had just arrived at Ely Ford the next ford below.
He informed Slocum that the water there was very deep, up to a
man's hips; said something about pontoons, and seemed to be asking
for instructions. Slocum replied somewhat curtly that his men were
fording through swift water breast deep, and that the Fifth Corps
must cross without further delay.
The troops of the Twelfth Corps were all across the Rapidan
before night. They then moved on a mile or so and bivouacked,
the men sleeping in their wet clothes, with the further discomfort of
a cold rain that commenced falling soon after dark. The Eleventh
Corps and Hie wagon trains came over the bridge during the night,
aided by the light of numerous fires that flared brightly in the dark
ness until daylight came.
Early the next morning the march was resumed, with Geary's
Division in the lead. He encountered some opposition from the
Confederate cavalry which had been observing Slocum's movements
closely all the way from Kelly's Ford. There was an exchange of
shots at times, in which the Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania sustained
some losses. But there was no halting of the main column, and the
thirteen miles between Germanna Ford and Chancellors ville were
rapidly traversed. By two o'clock both corps were at the latter
place, together with the Fifth Corps, which having a shorter route
had arrived there first, and had already pushed one division well out
on the road to Banks's Ford. The orders received by Slocum to
seize and occupy Chancellors ville had been carried out, and he now
held this point on the enemy's flank and rear with 42,000 men.
The strategical movement planned by General Hooker had been
successfully executed. The latter, however, had contemplated the
occupation of a point beyond the Chancellor House) so as to seize and
hold the road upon which the enemy subsequently moved its forces.
Why or how it happened that this was not done belongs to the
disputes of history. General Hooker never submitted his official
report of the details of the Chancellorsville campaign; and if he had,
it is probable that the differences which that campaign engendered
between himself and some of his subordinate generals might have
been more clearly explained.
159

~be ~welftb

<torpa

Opposed to Slocum at this time were three brigades of Ander
son's Division, which had fallen back from the river fords and were
now busily intrenching themselves in a position which they had
selected about five miles distant on the road to Fredericksburg. The
two remaining brigades of this division 'were in supporting distance.
A t evening General Hooker arrived at Chancellorsville, whereupon
Slocum resumed command of his own corps.
On the following morning the Second and Third Corps arrived,
having crossed the Rappahannock at the United States Mine Ford,
which had been uncovered by Slocum's movement. The large
clearing around the Chancellor house - the only building in sight
was now filled ' with the troops massed there, and as the Second and
Third Corps came up Slocum's men looked curiously at the corps
badges which most of them were now seeing for the first time.
Hooker had now five corps on the ground, the two remaining ones
- First and Sixth, with one division of the Second - being still at
Fredericksburg, where a part of these troops had crossed the river
below the town to make a threatening demonstration that was
expected to hold a portion of Lee's army there.
Thursday, May first, found Hooker with his ,army well in hand,
on ground of his own selection, and ready for an offensive move
ment. He planned an advance towards Fredericksburg that would
take his army out of the wilderness and, by uncovering Banks's
Ford, enable him to effect a junction with his left wing, or bring
it within supporting distance. He ordered the Fifth Corps to move
down the river road to Banks's Ford, while the Twelfth and
Eleventh advanced on other roads parallel with it. But the order
was not issued on the previous evening as it might have been, and
hence the movement lacked the promptness necessary to success.
It was eleven o'clock before a start was made. As Griffin 's Division
of the Fifth Corps moved out on the river road it soon encountered
opposition. The Twelfth was still at the Chancellor house, and as
a sllell was seen bursting over the woods a captain in the One Hun
dred and Seventh N ew York looked at his watch and remarked,
"Twenty minutes past eleven; the first gun of the battle of
Chancellorsville. ' ,
During the morning, before this movement commenced, the fol
lowing order, dated the evening before, was promulgated and read
to the soldiers of each regiment:
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It is with heartfelt satisfaction that the Commanding General announces to
the army that the operations of the last three days have determined that our
enemy must ingloriously fly, or come out from behind his defenses and give us
battle on our own ground, where certain destruction awaits him. The operations
of the Fifth, Eleventh, and Twelfth Corps have been a succession of splendid
achievements.
By command of Major General Hooker.

This announcement was greeted with enthusiastic cheers. But
it was noticed that some of the veterans received it with silence,
smoking their pipes in a thoughtful mood. When reproached for
his seeming apathy one of them replied that Lee had never been
known to ingloriously fiy, and that he would probably come out and
fight, in which case it would be better to wait until after the battle
before doing any cheering.
The advance of the three Union corps towards Fredericksburg
was somewhat slow, owing to the dense woods that made it difficult
to maintain alignment and connection. In the meanwhile, General
Lee, who had been informed by his cavalry as to the movement on
Chancellorsville, * took vigorous measures to check this further
advance. As the Union forces in his "front near Fredericksburg
continued inactive," he sent Jackson with the main army to inter
cept Hooker, retaining only Early'S Division and Barksdale's Brigade ·
to hold the town. Jackson ordered Anderson to cease intrench
ing. and then gave directions for an offensive movement with the
intention of driving the Union forces back to their position at
C hancellorsville.
Hooker s(lon received word that Sykes's Division of the Fifth
Corps, which had taken the old turnpike or middle road, had met
with opposition that prevented its advance. He sent Hancock's
Division of the Second Corps to Sykes's support, but shortly after
-at one p. m. -issued orders withdrawing all these troops to Chan
cellorsville. These instructions were reluctantly obeyed; and not
without unfavorable expressions of opinion on the part of some of
the generals at the front. t Slocum and Howard had met with no
serious resistance; and Meade states that two of' his divisions on the
river road had reached a point" within view of Banks's Ford with
• Official Records. Vol. XXV, Part I, p. 196.
tThe Chancellorsville Campaign. By Maj. Gen. D. N. Couch.
Civil War. Vol. III, p. 1.59. Century Co.: New York. 1888.
l)
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out any opposition from the enemy when the order of recall was
received. " On the other hand General Hooker was " satisfied" that
"as the passage-way through the forest was narrow" he "could not
throw troops through it fast en.ough to resist the advance of General
Lee, and was apprehensive of being whipped in detail. , ,* \Vhether
Hooker could have whipped Jackson on May first, and fought
his way out ot the woods, must remain always a matter of
conjecture.
The Army of the Potomac, although it largely outnumbered its
opponents, was now placed on the defensive. Its line was formed
with the Eleventh Corps on the extreme right, along the Orange
Plank Road, facing south; the Twelfth came next, extending
to the intersection of the roads at the Chancellor house, with
Williams's Division on the right and Geary's on the left. of the
corps line, then the Second, bending sharply to the rear and facing
east; and then the Fifth, which held the left of the army, with its
flank resting on the Rappahannock River. The Third Corps was in
reserve, except Birney's Division, which went into position during
the night on the front line, between the Twelfth and Eleventh
Corps. Telegraphic communication with Washington and connec
tion with the base of supplies was maintained by the United States
FOJ;d, where three pontoon bridges had been laid by the Engineer
Brigade.
During the afternoon, as Hooker's forces retired to the. position
at Chancellorsville, the Confederate columns followed closely, and,
circling the line established by Hooker, made tentative attacks at
various points to develop the outline of his position. Most of this
pressure was directed against Slocum's front. It continued until
after dark, with a brisk interchange of artillery fire at times, involv
ing considerable loss in the Twelfth Corps. Two field officers, one
line officer and a large number of enlisted men lost their lives in
this desultory fighting. The firing having ceased, Slocum ordered
his men to strengthen their position by felling trees to form an
abatis, and aU night long the woods echoed with the sound of axes
and crashing timber.
The forenoon of Saturday, May second, passed without any
active fighting on the part of either army. The picket firing became
quite noisy at times, followed by intervals of comparative quiet:
it

Testimony of General Hooker before the Committee on the Conduct of the War.
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Slocum improved the opportunity by having his men erect defensive
breastworks along their entire front, constructed of logs, earth or
whatever material was convenient. I t was the first time that the
soldiers of the Twelfth Corps had provided themselves with any
protection of this kind upon a battlefield.
The Army of Northern Virginia at this time was composed of
two corps - Longstreet's and Jackson's - each 80,000 strong,
exclusive of cavalry. Longstreet with two of his divisions - Hood's
and Pickett's - was engaged in the siege of Suffolk. The two other
divisions - Anderson's and McLaws's - were at Chancellorsville,
and on the morning of May second were in position opposite the
Chancellor house, confronting, respectively, Geary's Division of
the Twelfth and Hancock's of the Second Corps. But Jackson,
with his corps, had withdrawn that morning, and, concealed by the
forest, was moving along the Furnace Road with the intention of
placing his forces across Hooker's right flank.
In making this wide ' detour Jackson's troops were obliged to
cross an opening in the woods, south of the Chancellor house, where
they could be plainly seen by a large portion of the Union army.
At this point, near the old Welford Furnace, the road turns to the
south and follows that direction for some considerable distance. The
direction of the Confederate column along this portion of its route
was interpreted in the Union lines as a retreat towards Richmond.
General Sickles, with two divisions of the Third Corps and Wil
liams's Division of the Twelfth, moved out of their works and
attacked Jackson's rear guard, shelling his trains and capturing sev
eral hundred prisoners. Williams's Division took no part in this
affitir, being in support of the movement, but in a position where
it tbreatened the left flank of McLaws.
The position of each army was now a remarkable one. Lee
had only two divisions in Hooker's front, while more than half his
forces were miles away on a circuitous march through the forest.
On the Union side was a line of vacant breastworks that had been
occupied by Williams's and Birney's Divisions, leaving the Elev
enth Corps disconnected and isolated.
When Jackson arrived at his destination he formed his three
divisions in three parallel lines across Howard's flank, completing
his preparations for an attack without alarming his antagonist. He
had seventy regiments of infantry, numbering, with his artillery, over
163
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27,000 men. His two front lines were each two miles long, run
ning north and south, and extending a mile on either side of the
plank road. * In front of him and perpendicular to his line lay the
Eleventh Corps in its breastworks, holding the right flank of
Hooker's army, but faced to the south instead of towards Jackson.
I t was a small corps - twenty-seven regiments - its returns fo!'
April thirtieth showing 12,977 "present for duty equipped," includ
ing artillery. I t had been weakened that afternoon by the detach
ment of a brigade - Barlow's - which had been sent out to the
support of General Sickles.
Jackson attacked fiercely at six p. m., effecting a complete sur
prise. The Eleventh Corps, out of position and outnumbered more
than two to one, was swept away. No body of troops, no corps in the
Army of the Potomac, could have held its ground under such circum
stances. Some of the brigades on the left of the corps line, having
more warning and a better opportunity, made a creditable resistance,
the ca.·malty returns of the Eleventh showing that before it aban
doned its ground it sustained a loss of 1,429 in killed and wounded,
and 974 missing or captured.
When Slocum heard the attack on the Eleventh Corps he
promptly recalled Williams's Division and placed it on a line at a
right angle to its former one, its right resting on the plank road,
where it connected with Berry's Division of the Third Corps.
With this change of front Slocum was ready to meet Jackson's vic
torious troops. Geary's Division, which had also made an advance
during the afternoon was ordered back into its works. Slocum's two
divisions now formed two sides of a square.
Williams and Berry, aided by a well-directed fire from the Twelfth
Corps artillery under Captain Best, checked Jackson's advance, and
night soon stopped the fighting for awhile. There were occasional
fierce outbreaks where troops, moving into position, collided in the
darkness, and at midnight the gloomy woods were lighted up again
by the flaming cannon and fitful glare of musketry as Sickles fought
his way back to the Union lines. Then all was still once more, and
the men listened ruefully to the weird, plaintive notes of the whip
poorwills: which were never known to sing so long and loud as they
did that Saturday night at Chancellorsville.
A t daybreak - Sunday, May thil'd - the Confederates renewed
-The Battle of Chancellors ville.
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.their attack, directing it mainly for three hours against Williams and
Berry. Each attack was repulsed, the fire from Williams's line
having been remarkably effective as shown by the casualty returns
of the Confederate brigades in its front. Geary's Division was also
attacked within half an hour after the battle opened. The men with
the white star on their caps held their ground stoutly, taking the
offensive at times. Some of the fighting was at close quarters, in
which the One Hundred and Second New York captured the flag
of the Twelfth Georgia. The Seventh Ohio and One Hundred and
Eleventh Pennsylvania forwarded each a Confederate flag to head
quarters, *' the division repeating in this respect its brilliant achieve
ment at Antietam. But the enemy succeeded in placing batteries on
the high ground at Hazel Grove, some distance to the right of Geary,
which exposed his line to an enfilading fire of artillery, in addition
to the musketry directed against his front. Were it not for the
protection afforded by its breastworks the division could not have
maintained its position, ~lthough the works availed but little against
the shelling from the right.
At eight a. m., after three hours of steady fighting, Slocum sent
word to Hooker that his men were nearly out of ammunition, that
he must have a fresh supply, or else his troops should be relieved.
Williams's Division was then relieved by troops from Sickles's Corps,
after which Slocum retired to a position near the Chancellor house,
where his infantry refilled their cartridge boxes. His artillery
remained in action, however, and did not withdraw until the Union
line was driven in, losing in the meanwhile two battery commanders
killed - Hampton and Crosby - sixty-three cannoneers dead or
wounded, and sixty-three horses killed in harness. The batteries
then went into position on the second line without the loss of a gun.
The efficient service rendered by the Twelfth Corps on this field is
fully recognized in the official reports and historical narratives writ
ten by its opponents. On Sunday morning a portion of Williams's
Division was confronted with McGowan's South Carolina Brigade,
and in Caldwell's History of that famous organization the author,
an officer in the First S. C. Infantry, gives an interesting picture of
the Red Star men as they appeared in action. He says:
We could not see much for the morning was foggy, and the smoke of both
lines soon became so dense that I could not even distinguish the colors of the
• Official Records.
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enemy. The firing waxed furious. Our advance was checked, the cheering
hushed; all on both sides addressed themselves to loading and firing as rapidly
as possible. The two right regiments were hotly engaged. Indeed the 13th
and 14th South Carolina had to fire at right oblique. The slaughter of Orr's
Rifles, and the 1st South Carolina was immense. General McGowan, just behind
the colors of the First huzzahed lustily, seeming to be at the highest enthusiasm.
The Federals fired with unusual accuracy. It was to be expected, for we stood
in full relief upon the crest of' the hill. The few men they had scattered along
the ravine behaved with provoking composure.
They deliberately loaded their pieces behind the trees, stepped out, picked
their men, fired, and returned to the trees to reload. * In the course of time,
however, they were discovered, and forced to lie close. Archer's brigade, as I
understand it, was to move clear to our right, and at some inclination to us, so
as to strike the enemy in flank. The latter must have apprehended something
. of the sort, for they hugged the fOltified hill with singular pertinacity. But
now we were at a standstill. The enemy became emboldened, and advanced
upon the unprotected right flank of our brigade. At last he swung forward so
as almost to enfilade our line. The Rifles gave way. The First followed slowly,
and the movement extended gradually to the left of the brigade. But we halted
at the line of works about 70 or 80 yards from the last position; and the enemy
continuing to advance, we resumed battle. General McGowan was wounded
upon the works. Brig. Gen. Colston brought in a fresh line, saying they would
show us how to clear a Federal line. But their reckoning was not accurate;
they were forced back with us into the works. The firing continued un inter
mitted, deadly.

By noon the Confederates had seized the ground around the
Chancellor house, and were in full possession of the field. The brunt
of the battle had fallen on the Twelfth and Third Corps. 'rhe First
Corps, one of the most efficient in the army, had arrived the evening
before; but it was held in reserve, and was not permitted to fire a
shot aside from its picket line. If it had been thrown into action
its weight would have turned the scale.
Hooker fell back to a new line, a semi-circular one with either
flank resting on the river and covering the United States Ford, his
only remaining means of communication with his base of supplies.
The Twelfth Corps was placed on the extreme left, going into posi
tion there at ten p. m., Sunday evening, the last day of the battle.
Lee made no further attack on Sunday afternoon, but availing him
* Among the Union troops referred to bere the men of the 27th Indiana were conspicuous
for their coolness and the careful, deliberate aim with which they discharged·their pieces.
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self of Hooker's inactivity he detached a portion of his army to meet
Sedgwick's advance from Fredericksburg, where the Sixth Corps
had made a brilliant and successful assault on Marye's Heights.
Sedgwick's effort to join Hooker was defeated, and his corps was
forced to retreat across the river the next day at Banks's Ford.
The Army of the Potomac lay idle within its intrenchments at
the Rappahannock for two days more. A heavy rain set in that
soon raised the water in the river to a height which threatened the
destruction of the pontoon bridges, and the troops had already con
sumed the eight days' rations with which they started on the cam
paign. Influenced by these conditions General Hooker ordered his
army to recross the river and return to their camps. The Twelfth
Corps crossed on Wednesday morning, the sixth, and, continuing
its march through rain and mud, traveled twenty-three miles back
to Stafford Court House and Aquia Creek, where, late in the night,
they reoccupied their abandoned, roofless huts.
Hooker's forces in the ChanceUorsville campaign n~mbered
122,306, exclusive of his cavalry, but including the First Corps and
Gibbon's Division of the Second, which were not engaged. His
losses, not including Stoneman's raid, were 1,597 killed, 9,721
wounded, and 5,720 captured or missing; total, 17,038.
Lee's army numbered 57,352,* including all three arms of the
service. His losses were 1,665 killed, 9,081 wounded, t and 2,018
captured or missing; total, 12,764. In many of the Confederate
returns the " slightly wounded were not included. "
* Colonel Livermore.

t In all the

casualty returns given in these pages - regimental, corps, or otherwise - the
mortally wounded are included with the wounded, these reports having been made at the close
of the action and before the fate of the former could be ascertained. In the general aggregate
the wounded who die of their injuries increase the number of .. killed" sixty per cent. This
may not hold true in the case of a regiment, or a larger command, in anyone battle; but in
studying casualty returns it should be borne in mind that the actual loss of life is always much
greater than that indicated by the figures showing the number killed on the field.
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The casualties in the Twelfth and other corps were:
Killed.

-

:First Corps,
Second Corps,
Third Corps, Fifth Corps,
Sixth Corps, Eleventh Corps, Twelfth Corps,
Cavalry,
Engineers,

Total, -

-

-

-

-

'Vounded.

Captured or
Aggregate.
Missing.

~7

~18

54

~99·

149
378
69
487

1,044

73~

1,9~5t

~,645

4,119
700
4,610

~17

1,~~1

-

~61

1,44~

-

8
1

35
6

1,096
159
1,485
974
1,U1
98
1

1,597

9,7~1

5,7~0

17,038

-

47~

~,638

~,4U

~,8~4t

141
8
-.

* Includes losses at Fitzhugh's Crossing, below Fredericksburg, April 29 - May 2, 1863.
t Includes losses in Gibbon's Division at Fredericksburg.
::: In connection with these figures it should be remembered that the Twelfth was the small
est corps in the army at this time, having two divisions only; each of the other corps had three
divisions.

The roster of the corps at this time, and the casualties in each
regiment, were as follows:

:fJ3attle of

(tbancellors~tllet ma~

1-3 t 1863.

TWELFTH ARMY CORPS.

MAJ. GEN. HENRY

BIUG.

\V.

SLOCUM.

First Division.
GEN. ALPHEUS S. VVILLIAMS.
Wounded. Cap~u~ed or Aggregate.
Killed.
Mlssmg.
1- - - - 
--
- ----
- - - -.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Joseph F. Knipe.
5th Connecticut, ~8th New York,
10th Maine, 46th Pennsylvania,
1~8th Pennsylvania, Second lJ7'igade.
Col. Samuel Ross.
~Oth Connecticut,
3rd Mary land,
1~3rd New York,
145th New York,
168

1
1

19
6
~

15
13

11
11
16
4

60
45
114
33

43
71
1
81
199

98
~9

18
58

63
78
3
99

!U

169
85
148

95
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~. -.

-

-

Ii

--

-

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Thomas H. Ruge r.
~7th Indiana,
~nd Massachusetts,
13th New Jersey,
107th New York, 3rd Wisconsin, 
Artillery Brigade.
Fitzhugh's (N. Y.) Battery-K,
Winegar's (N. Y.) Battery - M,
Crosby's (U. S.) Battery  F, -

Captured or Aggregate.
Missing.

Wounded.

Killed.

~o

U6
110
100
54
74

~1

17
5
18
-

-

4
7
~4
~4

9

-

7
13
9

5
~

150
138
141
83
101

-

7

4
5

!t~

16

Second Division.
BRIG. GEN. JOHN

First Brigade.
Col. Charles Candy.
5th Ohio,
7th Ohio, ~9th Ohio,
66th Ohio, 28th Pennsylvania,
147th Pennsylvania, - Second Brigade.
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The loss in officers was severe - thirty killed and ninety-seven
wounded. Of the latter five died of their wounds. Among the
killed were Col. Henry J. Stainrook, One Hundred and Ninth Penn
sylvania; Lieut. Col. John W. Scott, Third Wisconsin; Lieut.
Col. Franklin Norton, One Hundred and Twenty-third New York;
Major Lansford F. Chapman, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania; and
Major Cyrus Strous, Forty-sixth Pennsyh'ania.
The loss in prisoners - the greatest sustained by the corps in any \
of its battles -. was occasioned by the effort made on Saturday
night to reoccupy its works after the Eleventh Corps had been driven
in. The enemy were already in possession of a part of these works,
and owing to the darkness and confusion some regiments found
themselves within the Confederate lines, where many of their men
were captured before they could extricate themselves and reach a
safe position.
The Confederate returns show a large loss, also, in prisoners
(2,018), although Lee was the attacking party and gained possession
of the field. But the frequent intermingling of the hostile lines in
the forests, charges and counter charges in which the troops could
not see each other, resulted in elTors that enabled each side - Union
as well as Confederate - to capture the bewildered groups that had
become separated from their commands.
.
The return to Stafford was one of the saddest experiences in the
history of the corps. In nearly every mess there was a comrade
missing, in every camp there were tenantless huts. The empty
cabins on the company streets - the log sides still standing, but
with no canvas spread upon the rafters -were pathetic reminders
of the men who had not returned. In one regiment a glee club,
whose songs had enlivened the long winter evenings and had rang
out cheerily on the march, was heard no more. And with it all
there was the bitterness of defeat and a feeling that the sacrifice
counted for naught.
But the temperament of the American soldier is an elastic one,
and the morale of the corps was soon restored. Battalion drills,
dress parades, picket duty, and the many duties incidental to the
routine of camp life were resumed. General Slocum reviewed Wil
liams's Division on the ninth and Geary's on the tenth, and as the
regiments moved by in splendid style, their diminished ranks were
the only evidence of the severe ordeal through which they had so
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recently passed. Five regiments were missing, however - the
Twenty-eighth N ew York, Tenth Maine, One Hundred and
Twenty-fourth, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth, and One Hundred
and 'rwenty-eighth Pennsylvania - their term of service having
expired. The three Pennsylvania regiments had enlisted for nine
months only; but within that time they had fought in two of the
great historic battles of the war, and made a creditable record. The
Tenth Maine - a two years' regiment - contained 246 men who
had enlisted for three years, and who were held in service after the
regiment went home. They were organized into a battalion of
three companies, and assigned to duty as a provost guard at Slo
cum's headquarters.
A month had elapsed since the battle, and still the hostile armies
lay idly confronting each other from either side of the river at
Fredericksburg. Hooker was in no haste to move, as he needed
further time in which to make good his losses and fill the vacancies
caused by the departing regiments. But the Confederacy, with its
limited resources, could not afford long periods of inactivity, and
Lee gave orders for an offensive movement. His cavalry at this
time occupied the lower end of the triangle formed by the conflu
ence of the Rapidan and Rappahannock, where they formed an
effectual screen for any advance Lee might make into the Shen
andoah VaHey or around his opponent's flank towards Manassas.
Hooker, suspecting that some movement of the enemy was on
foot, ordered the entire cavalry corps of the Army of the Potomac
on a reconnoissance in the direction of Brandy Station and Culpeper.
This resulted in a general engagement June ninth with Stuart's
cavalry at Beverly Ji'ord, Va., a notable event, as it was the first
time in the war that this arm of the service had been engaged to
any considerable extent upon a battlefield.
Before the Union cavalry started on this march to the Rappahan
nock General Hooker OL'dered that an infantry force of eight picked
regiments sho~ld accompany them. In making this selection two
were taken from the Twelfth Corps, the Second Massachusetts and
Third Wisconsin. In the fighting that occurred, in the capture of
prisoners, and other services rendered, these regiments carried off a
full share of the honors, and displayed an efficiency that justified
their selection.
An important result of the battle of Beverly Ford - or Fleet
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wood, as the Confederates call it - was the information gained and
forwarded promptly to General Hooker: Longstreet's Corps was
at Culpeper, while from the despatches captured in Stuart's camp
effects it was learned that Lee's entire army had started or was under
orders to move. Further than this Hooker could not learn anything
definite as to the intention of his antagonist. Lee's movements, so
far as disclosed, might mean an attack on Washington by way of
Manassas as before; the reoccupation of the Shenandoah Valley and
passes of the Blue Ridge; or an invasion of Maryland and Pennsyl
vania. "\i\Thile Lee's instructions gave him the utmost freedom of
command and movement, Hooker was restricted by explicit orders
that he must not uncover Washington. The Army of the Poto
mac had to act on the defensive, move parallel with the enemy, and
keep itself continually between Lee and the Capital.

Gett\?sburg.
The orders were issued, the Army of the Potomac was in motion
again. The Twelfth Corps broke camp on June thirteenth, and,
marching by Dumfries, Fairfax Court House, and Dranesville,
arrived at Leesburg on the eighteenth. The long march from
Dumfries to Fairfax on the fifteenth was a memorable one on account
of the intense heat, several of the men falling in the road from
exhaustion or smitten with sunstroke. On the eighteenth a heavy
rain with a hail storm at evening added to the fatigue and discom
fort of the day. The corps remained at Leesburg eight days, dur
ing which large details were made for the construction of fortifications
and repairs of old breastworks already on the ground.
On the first day of its stay at this place Williams's Division was
' paraded at noon to witness the execution of three deserters. Two
of these men belonged to the Forty-sixth Pennsylvania and one to
the Thirteenth New Jersey. It was a trying scene, one in which
many a veteran who had never paled in battle grew white in the
face as he watched the terrible details of preparation. A regimental
historian says: '*' " The condemned men were busy writing to friends
during the whole forenoon, and with one exception seemed penitent
for their crime. At twelve o'clock the corps was formed into a
• Reminiscences of the One Hundred and Twenty-third Regiment, New York Volunteers,
By Sergeant Henry C. Morhous. Greenwich: Journal office. 1879.
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