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On the morning of November twenty-seventh Geary's Divi
sion left its place of bivouac and marched to Ringgold, entering the 
town at eight o'clock. This place is twenty-eight miles south of 
Chattanooga, and had at this time a population of over 2,000. 
Osterhaus's Division, which had the advance that morning, was 
already engaged with the enemy's forces, driving them back to the 
hills 'beyond the town. Cleburne's Division was occupying a strong 
position there in order to gain time in which the wagon trains could 
cross the bridges on the Catoosa Creek, and place a safe distance 
between them and their pursuers. 

A wooded range of hills, about 500 feet high, called l'aylor's 
Ridge, lay in rear of the town. A narrow defile led through it, 
the bottom of which was scarcely wide enough for the river, high
way, and railroad track. Cleburne's troops, reputed as the best 
in Bragg's army, held this pass and the hills on either side, with a 
section of artillery posted at the mouth of the gorge. Osterhaus's 
two brigades were making a gallant effort to carry the heights and, 
by gaining the summit, turn the position. 

Hooker ordered Geary to send a brigade to the left of the pass, 
and charge up the hill. Candy's Brigade, now under command of 
Colonel Creighton, was selected for this dangerous task. Creigh
ton's four regiments moved rapidly across the plain to the foot of 
the ridge, under a severe fire from the summit and climbed its steep 
sides. The ascent was slow and difficult. The men were sub
jected to a deadly fire from sharpshooters who were protected by 
rocks and trees. Three of the regiments reached a position near 
the top of the ridge, where they delivered several effective volleys 
and were in a fair way to scale the heights. But the Seventh Ohio 
was compelled to ascend through a ravine where they encountered 
a fire on front and flank that cut down its officers and men at a 
rapid rate. It returned the fire gallantly, and pressed on until its 
skirmishers were near the top. The enemy, now strongly reinforced, 
sent volley after volley into the ranks of this brave regiment until 
aU of its officers except one were shot down and the ranks were 
thinned so rapidly that success was hopeless. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Crane, who was in command, was killed, and the regiment was with
out officers; but the men kept up the desperate fight. Creighton 

217 



'ttbe 'ttwelftb (torps 


then gave the order to retreat, and they fell back, bringing off as 
many of their wounded as possible. The enemy's fire continued, 
and soon after reaching the foot of the hill the gallant Creighton 
fell, dying with a half-uttered cheer upon his lips. The three other 
regiments held a well-protected position, about forty yards below 
the crest, but as their flanks were exposed by this break in the line, 
Ge~ry ordered them to retire also and form on the line below. 

In the meanwhile Cobham's two regiments, which had been 
massed behind the large stone building at the railwa.y station, were 
sent to the right in support of one of Osterhaus's brigades which 
was hard pressed. Ireland's Brigade was also ordered to the relief 
of Osterhaus on the right, his troops moving forward on the double 
quick under a storm of canister and bullets. Forming on Cobham's 
right, these two brigades checked the Confederates in their advance 
and drove them back within the gap. A small detail from the One 
Hundred and Forty-ninth New York, occupying a hastily constructed 
breastwork, silenced the section of brass guns posted at the opening 
of the pass, and captured the guidon of the battery, together with a 
regimental flag bearing the stars and bars of the Confederacy. But 
the artillerists, after several unsuccessful attempts, succeeded in 
dragging the two guns within the protecting cover of the narrow 
defile. 

At noon Hooker's artillery, under Major Reynolds, came on the 
field, the horses galloping forward under whip and spur. Reynolds 
had been delayed by the construction of the bridge over Chickamauga 
Creek. His guns opened with marked effect, enfilading the gap 
and shelling the heights, after which the enemy's fire soon ceased 
and his troops could be seen hurrying through the pass in full retreat. 
The Confederates attempted to burn the two bridges over the 
Catoosa Creek, just beyond the farther or eastern end of the defile; 
but a force of skirmishers from the One Hundred and Second New 
York under Capt. Lewis R. Stegman, who had followed close on 
the heels of the retreating troops, opened a hot fire on their rear 
guard, under cover of which Stegman's men extinguished the flames 
at the railroad bridge, while a portion of them pushed on and saved 
the other one. General Grant, who had now arrived on the field, 
gave orders to discontinue the pursuit. 

Geary's Division remained at Ringgold two days longer, during 
which the mills, tanneries, manufactories, railroad buildings, and 
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other structures that might be serviceable to the Confederacy were 
ordered burned. In the conflagration that followed some private 
dwellings were also destroyed. On December first the division left 
Ringgold before daylight and returned that day to its encampment 
in :Lookout Valley. ' 

Hooker wanted to follow Bragg, believing that he could achieve 
good results, and entertained feelings of regret afterward that per
mission to do so was denied him. He was also annoyed on his return 
by the criticism of his management at the battle of Ringgold. In 
a communication to the Secretary of War February 25, 1864, he 
takes occasion to say that" Influence has been at work to throw dust 
in the eyes of thepublic in regard to Ringgold, and it is to divert 
attention from the bungling operations on the enemy's right, which 
were really deplorable. The great mistake of all was in checking 
the pursuit at Ringgold; for if one-half of the marching had been 
done there that was done in going to Knoxville the greater part of 
Bragg's army, and certainly all of its material, would now have been 
ours." '*' 

The losses of the Seventh Ohio at Ringgold were sever,e. The 
regiment went into action with 14 officers and 206 enlisted men. 
Every officer was killed or wounded except one. In addition to 
the colonel and lieutenant-colonel, the adjutant and two line offi
cers were killed, and eight line officers wounded. Capt. Charles T. 
Greene, Assistant Adjutant General of the Third Brigade, was 
severely wounded by an unexploded shell that, passing through the 
body of his horse, shattered his leg so that amputation was neces
sary. He was a son of General Greene, who had commanded this 
brigade until he was disabled at Wauhatchie. 

The strength of I:Iooker's forces engaged at Ringgold was: 

Osterhaus's Division, Fifteenth Corps, - 3,375 
Geary's Division, Twelfth Corps, - 1,989 

Total, - - 5,364 

.. Official Records, Vol. XXXII, Part II, p. 468. , 
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The losses were: 
-


Killed. Wounded. Missing. Aggregate. 

!51Osterhaus's Division, - -  310 4~ 403 
34Geary:s Division, - -  169 - ~03-

Total, - - - -  4~479 60685 'I 

-

Cleburne states in his official report that he took into this action 
" 4,] 57 bayonets. " With the usual number of officers this would 
give him a strength of about 4,500. He reports his loss at 20 killed. 
190 wounded, and 11 missing; total, 221. He mentions the capture 
of two flags from Osterhaus's Division, specifying the regiments 
from which they were taken; but he fails to report the two taken 
from his troops by Geary's men. He claims in explanation of his 
retreat that at noon he received a despatch from General Hardee to 
the effect that the trains were then well advanced and that he might 
withdraw in safety. 

The casualties in Geary's command at the battle of Lookout 
Mountain were: 

_. -

Killed. Wounded. Missing. Aggregate. 

- .-

Geary's Division, - - - - ~~ 116 - - 138 
Whitakers' Brigade, - - - 17 63 ~ 8~ 

Total, - - - - - 39 179 ~ ~~o 

-

In addition, Osterhaus's Division lost 13 killed and wounded; 
Grose's Brigade. 26; and Carlin's Brigade, 36. 

The losses, by regiments. in Geary's Division at the two engage
ments - Lookout Mountain and Ringgold - were: 
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SECOND DIVISION - TWELFTH CORPS. 


BRIG. GEN••JOHN W. GEARY. 


Aggregate.Killed. Wounded. Missing. 
I .

First Brigade. 
Col. Charles Candy. 

7th Ohio, - - - -  16 58 - *74 
66th Ohio, - - - 

-
5 10 - *15 

~8th Pennsylvania, - -  4 30 - *34 
147th Pennsylvania, - - 

-
1 18 - *19 

Second Brigade. 
Col. George..A. Cobham. 
~9th Pennsylvania, - -  3 9 U 

III th Pennsylvania, - -  1 109 -

Third Brigade, 
Col. David Ireland. 
60th New York, - - -  43 - 50 

1O~nd New York, - - 
7 -

-3 11 14 
137th New York, - - -  3~6 38 
149th New York, - -  10 64 - 74 
General Staff, - - - - - I 1 - 1 

-
Total, - - - - 

-

56 ~85 - 341 

.. Loss occurred at Ringgold. 

In connection with these losses it should be remembered that the 
regiments were small, the average strength being 236 only. 

On December third General Grant, in special recognition of the 
gallant services rendered by the White Star Division in the recent 
campaign, gave it a review. To add honor to the occasion the great 
commander was accompanied by Generals Thomas, Hooker, Hun
ter, Butterfield and other generals, together with a large cavalcade 
of staff' officers. The men, by their fine drill, excellent marching, 
and neat personal appearance, heightened the good impression 
already made by their meritorious conduct in action. 

Soon after Geary's Division returned to its camp in Lookout 
Valley a man in one of the Pennsylvania regiments was convicted 
by a court-martial of the crime of robbing the dead on t he battle
field of Lookout Mountain. The evidence showing that he had 
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been detected in the act he was dishonorably discharged and sen
tenced to be drummed out of camp. The division having been 
drawn up in a hollow square the prisoner was marched in, seated, 
while a barber made ready to shave his head. At this point, as 
Captain Collins says in his history cf the One Hundred and Forty
ninth New York, "General Geary approached, and a scene fol
lowed which can only be appreciated by those who knew the man 
and his fiery temper. He commenced an address to the culprit by 
saying he was sorry any man in his division, and especially from his 
native State, had been guilty of the damnable crime of profanity of 
the dead. Here his temper gave way, and then followed a tirade 
of invectives, curses, abuse, and an exhibition that would put a 
Spanish bull-fight in the shade. The barber was paralyzed, the 
guards were dumbfounded, and the division, if not of heroes, would 
have taken to cover. The General, however, must have forgotten 
himself, for he did not boot the man, who looked disappointed at 
the omission. When this diatribe was over, the barber finished 
shaving the man's head, and removed his mustache, beard and eye
brows. The culprit, lead by a drum and fife playing the' Rogue's 
March' and followed by the guards with charged bayonets, was 
then marched up and down the division lines weeping like a child. 
The men were encouraged to jeer when the procession passed, but 
remained silent. When the march was over the culprit, like the 

I , scape goat' of old bearing the sins of the nation, was let loose in 
the wilderness of Wauhatchie and never heard of afterward. " 

A few days after a far different and pleasanter ceremony took 
place. The One Hundred and Forty-ninth and Sixtieth N ew York 
marched to Hooker's headquarters, where General Geary presented 
the six flags captured by his division at Lookout Mountain and 
Ringgold - the only colors taken by the Union troops in these 
engagements. Speeches were made by General Geary and Colonel 
Barnum, after which the captured trophies were received in behalf 
of General Hooker by his chief of staff, General Butterfield, who 
responded in words highly complimentary to the division. Colonel 
Barnum, in recognition of his services and the regiment he repre
sented, was deputized to take the flags to the War Department in 
Washington, with permission to exhibit them in the principal cities 
on his route. 

To facilitate the transportation of supplies, the division left Look
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out Valley in the first week of January, 1864, the First and Second 
Brigades going to Bridgeport, and the Third to. Stevenson, Ala
bama, where the regiments went into winter quarters and remained 
during the next four months. 

Williams's Division during the winter of 1863-64 guarded that 
portion of the railroad between Bellbuckle and Cowan. For the 

. greater part of this time the different regiments were stationed as 
follows: 

Corps and Division Headquarters, - Tullahoma, 
107th New York - g companies, - Bellbuckle. 
107th New York-3 companies, - Warb'ace. 
107th New York-4 companies, - Shelbyville. 
150th New York  8 companies, - Normandy. 
150th New York ~ !e companies, - Garrison's Bridge. 
13th New Jersey, - - Duck River. 
!e7th Indiana, - Tullahoma. 
~nd Massachusetts, - Tullahoma. 

1!e3rd New York-9 companies, - Elk River. 
1!e3rd New York-1 company, - Estill Springs. 

46th Pennsylvania, - Decherd. 
5th Connecticut, - Cowan. 

145th New York, Tantalon. 
3rd Maryland, - Bridgeport. 
3rd Wisconsin, Fayetteville. 

Though the duty was light a continued watchfulness was neces
sary, as the country was infested with guerrillas, bushwhackers, and 
small bands of partisan rangers. Some of the regiments lost men 
repeatedly who were waylaid while outside their camp or on some 
foraging expedition, and murdered. On the evening of December 
twenty-third, Lieut. S. D. Porter, Twenty-seventh Indiana, and 
four unarmed soldiers who had been loading a detached wagon of 
a forage train were captured by guerrillas near the village of M ul
berry, twenty-six miles southwest of Tullahoma. The guerrillas 
took their prisoners to a place on the bank of the Elk River, where 
they arrived about one o'clock in ,the night, tied their hands behind 
them and robbed them. The unfortunate men were then placed in 
line about five paces in front of their captors, who, at the word of 
command, fired a volley at them. One of the prisoners was killed 
instantly and three were wounded. Lieutenant Porter was not hit. 
He immediately ran, jumped into the river, got his hands loose, and 
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swimming to the opposite side escaped. The others were thrown 
into the stream where they either died of their wounds or were 
drowned, except one who, despite his wound, succeeded in freeing 
his hands and making his way to a hospital. 

General Thomas, on hearing of this outrage, ordered that the 
property of all rebel citizens living within ten miles of the place 
where these men were captured, be assessed; and that each should 
pay his proportion according to his wealth, towards a levy of $30,000. 
to be paid to the families of the three murdered soldiers, $10,000 to 
each. This order provided, also, that if any person failed to pay his 
assessment within one week enough of his personal property should 
be seized and sold at auction to settle his liability. 

General Slocum, who was charged with the execution of this 
order, detailed for this purpose Col. John H. Ketcham, One Hun
dred and Fiftieth N ew York, who with three companies of his own 
regiment and three of the Thirteenth New Jersey went to Mulberry. 
Colonel Ketcham collected over $25,000 in cash - a large part of 
which was paid in gold - and seized enough forage, cotton, etc., to 
ensure the completion of the fund. 

This drastic measure did not have the deterrent effect that 
might be expected, for on Ketcham's return two men of his com
mand who were marching a short distance ahead of the troops were 
waylaid and killed by a party of bushwhackers. This occurred so 
near the train that the shots were plainly heard. As the personal 
property taken under this enforced levy brought on sale an excess 
of $5,654.57 above the amount required, this sum was divided 
between the families of the two soldiers in the One Hundred and 
Fiftieth New York who were killed during the return of the expe
dition. To prevent as far as possible any repetition of these out
rages, General Slocum ordered the Third Wisconsin to Fayetteville, 
after which this regiment remained on duty there until the opening 
of the spring cam paign. 

,;Vhen the Twelfth Corps was transferred to Tennessee the men 
expected that their arrival would be greeted with the usual mani
festation of gladness accorded to reinforcements at a critical time. 
But to their surprise the ,;V estern troops behaved in a most unac
countable manner. They gave the Gettysburg veterans a cold 
reception, and evinced an unfriendly feeling that showed itself often 
in outspoken derision or jeering cries of .. Soft bread," "Paper 
collars," "Bull Run, " "Rappahannock," "Feather beds," "Kid 
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gloves, " and such other epithets as they could devise. They seemed 
to take exception to the care which the Twelfth Corps soldiers 
bestowed on matters of personal appearance, equipments, and polic
ing of camps, evidently regarding it as a reflection on their own 
slouchy looks and ill-kept quarters. The frequency of company calls 
in the regiments of the Red Star Division, and the corps badge 
itself, were special objects of derision, they having no such "damned 
nonsense" in their army as they phrased it. 

The Potomac men made little or no reply, but contented them
selves in regarding each noisy demonstration with a well-simulated 
indifference that angered the rabble and incited it to redoubled 
efforts. This remarkable display of poor discipline and unsoldierly 
behavior was most apparent in the troops who were doing garrison 
duty and who had seen no other service worth mention up to that 
time. General Williams in a despatch, asking that some of these 
superfluous regiments within his territory might be assigned to duty 
elsewhere, alludes to them as troops with" different notions of duty, 
and a most unaccountable prejudice. " 

. Though the Twelfth Corps veterans treated these outbreaks with 
silence and contempt, the persistent annoyance was liable to lead to 
serious results, and a general order was issued to the troops in Wil
liams's Division cautioning them in the matter. In one case, how
ever, the men concluded that silence was no longer necessary. It 
was discovered that a certain regiment which had been especial1y 
conspicuous by its abuse and noisy epithets had once signed a peti
tion asking that it might be allowed to do guard duty at Nashville, 
in return for which exemption it offered to serve for half pay. The 
next time these men opened their mouths they received a blast in 
kind that drove them silent and dumbfounded to their tents. 

I t is pleasant to note here that some of the Western regiments 
stationed near the camps of the Twelfth Corps were an exception. 
They were a well-drilled, fine-looking lot of fellows, who did all they 
could to discountenance the unseemly behavior of the other troops. 
The Potomac men appreciating their friendly advances and kindly 
greetings, fraternized with them at every opportunity. 

The troops at the front did not manifest any such open hostility, 
although many of them evidently regarded the newcomers with 
jealousy, and showed a lack of cordiality in their intercourse. But 
the gallant fighting done by the Star Corps at Lookout Mountain 
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and on the Atlanta campaign soon dissipated their mistaken ideas, 
and the matter was soon forgotten. 

The troops in V\Tilliams's Division passed a pleasant winter. 
Aside from the guerrillas there was nothing to break the routine of 
camp life, or disturb their rest and enjoyment. Each regiment, 
wherever it was stationed, erected substantial cabins - warm, com
fortable, and, to a soldier's idea, quite homelike. The days passed 
quickly, much of the time being occupied with regular duties
guard mounting, drill, and dress parade. 

Chaplain Quint says that at 'Tullahoma there were divers dances, 
several excursions to cave and waterfall, and such like; and that 
"the prisoners tossed each newcomer in a blanket. " The Christian 
Commission meetings were well attended. Everybody got vacci
nated, because the smallpox was raging in the post hospital near by. 
The soldiers' graveyard was put in order by the good Chaplain. 
Boards and lumber were fairly plenty after Colonel Cogswell con
scripted a sawmill. Guerrillas made a raid a few miles off, tore up 
the railroad, and shot a few prisoners they had taken. General 
Slocum had a reception or two at the mansion occupied as his 
headquarters. And so it went. 

At Shelbyville - the largest town in that part of the State
the One Hundred and Seventh N ew York received a hospitable 
welcome. The regiment was in evidence at each ball, party, or 
social function, and did its best to make a gay winter of it. Slocum 
and his staff came over from Tullahoma on one occasion, and 
attended a ball that night at Steele's Hotel. General Ruger kindly 
granted a request for the brigade band, after which the Shelbyville 
girls were treated to some fine serenades. There was considerable 
flirtation, some love making, and when the regiment broke camp 
for the spring campaign it marched away to the tune of "The Girl. 
I left behind me." 

During the latter part of April Colonel Pardee, One Hundred 
and Forty-seventh Pennsylvania, with 400 men from Candy's Brig
ade, took charge of and manned one of the gunboats which had just 
been built at Bridgeport. The principal duty of this improvised 
naval force consisted in patrolling the Tennessee River, west of 
Bridgeport. When the army moved to the front in May the gun
boat was turned over to the post quartermaster and the crew rejoined 
their respective regiments. 

In April General Slocum was assigned to the command of the 
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District of Vicksburg. an important position. both in the extent of 
territory and number of troops placed under him. On the evening 
of April seventh the officers of the various regiments on duty at 
Tullahoma called on him in a body to pay their respects before his 
departure. Arriving at his headquarters - the house used as a 
summer residence by Judge Catron - there was a serenade by the 
brigade band. after which General Slocum came to the door. 
Colonel Cogswell. of the Second Massachusetts. made an address in 
which he expressed on behalfof the others present their high regard 
for the corps commander and deep regret that he was to leave them. 
The general's reply was kind but brief. His voice betrayed emo
tion. and he evidently dare not trust himself to say more. On his 
invitation the party entered the house where they were entertained 
during the evening by the general and his staff. But. as it after
ward happened. there was no need of sad farewells. It was destined 
that the general should again ride at the head of his corps. again 
lead it to victory and in triumphant review. 

The following order issued by General Slocum at this time is 
characteristic of his loyal spirit and subservience to the best inter
ests of the army. 

HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH ARMY CORPS. 

TULLAHOMA, TENN., April9, 1864. 
GENERAL ORDERS, } 

No.7. 
By virtue of General Orders, No.5, Headquarters Military Division of the 

Mississippi, the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps are consolidated, and will here
after compose the First * Army Corps. 

The official history of the Twelfth Army Corps, from its organization to the 
present day, and particularly its action at Antietam, Chancellors ville, Gettys
burg, and its recent services in the Department of the Cumberland, justifies 
every soldier in the indulgence of a feeling of pride from his connection with it 
and of regret at the loss of the insignia by which the corps has been distin
guished, and which has become a badge of honor. t 

This consolidation separates me from the troops with · whom I have been 
identified for the past eighteen months. I know, however, that the measure has 
been adopted solely with a view of promoting the interest of the service, and I 
would not have my personal interests or feelings. nor those of my command, 
considered for a moment against any measure having this object in view. 

The credit accorded to the soldier at the present hour is not his true reward 

• Subsequently changed by order of General Grant to Twentieth Corps. 
t The badge of the Twelfth Corps was retained. 
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for the privation and hardships he is enduring, nor does this reward depend upon 
the army or corps to which he may be attached. Let us bring this contest to a 
successful termination; let us restore peace and prosperity to the country. To 
him who loves his country, the consciousness of the fact that he has borne his 
part in the contest, and been an instrument in the accomplishment of the great 
work, will be the highest and best reward that can be bestowed upon him. 

The cordial and earnest support afforded me upon all occasions by the offi
cers of my command, and the soldierly bearing and uniform good conduct of the 
men, have rendered me deeply attached to my corps, and I leave it with feelings 
of profound regret. 

H. W. SLOCUM, 

Official: H. C. RODGERS, MaJor-General. 
A ssistltnt A djutant-General. 

<torps 1Rumber <tbangeb Bgain; 

On April 4, 1864, the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps were con
solidated pursuant to General Order, No. 144, and the new organi
zation was designated as the Twentieth. The divisions of'Villiams 
and Geary remained unchanged, aside from the accessions received 
from the Eleventh Corps. A third division was formed composed 
of two brigades of Western troops then on duty in Tennessee, and 
one brigade from the Eleventh Corps. The command of this Third 
Division was given to General Butterfield. * There was a fourth 
division, also, composed of Western troops, under General Rous
seau; but this division was assigned to garrison duty in Tennessee 
and did not accompany the corps to the front. Few, if any, of the 
men in the corps knew that it had a Fourth Division; and it was 
not until the official records were published, long after the war, 
that some of them then learned for the first time of its existence. 

The order for the consolidation as first issued provided that this 
new organization should be designated the First Army Corps. The 
one in the Army of the Potomac bearing that number had been 
consolidated with the Fifth, leaving its number vacant. But Gen
eral Grant, who specified this number in his original order, changed 
his mind, and wrote Halleck, April 6, 1864, saying: 

* Gen. Daniel Butterfield was born in Utica, N. Y., Oct. 31, 183l. Graduated at Union 
College in 184.9. Colonel of 12th N. Y. S. M., May 2, 186l. Commissioned in Regular Army as 
lieut. col. 12th U. S. lnfy., May l4., 186l. Appointed brig. gen. volunteers Sept. 7, 1861, and 
major general, Nov. 29, 1862. Commissioned colonel 5th U. S; lnfy., July I, 1863. Received 
Medal of Honor at Gaines' Mill, Va. Commanded 5th Corps at Fredericksburg. Was Chief of 
Staff, Army of Potomac, atChancellorsville and Gettysburg. Died July 17, 1901, in New York. 

228 


