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cum's division, was in the advance at Alexandria. The Army of
Virginia, composed of McDowell, Banks, and Fremont's commands, was consolidated with the Army of the Potomac, and
General Pope was relieved from the service September 5th. 23
CHAPTER XI
MARYLAND.

CRAMPTON's PAss AND ANTIETAM

Again General McClellan demonstrated his excellent organizing ability. He visited the different commands, chose his
subordinate officers for the field, and incited them ~o immediate
action for the filling of their depleted ranks by various newly
·. recruited troops in or near Washington, or by those about to be
received, and to otherways make preparation for immediate pursuit of the invading enemy, whose movements meantime .h ad been
kept under observation by scouting and harassing detachments
of cavalry accompanied by artillery. Much work of preparation
was necessary for tlie determined march against the foe, but the
officers were generally equal to the arduous task required of
them. All of the supplies of recruits and subsistence readily
available were gathered and, trusting to be overtaken by others,
the different forces moved rapidly forward.
From September 2nd to 6th General Slocum with his First
Division of the Sixth Corps was at Alexandria, Virginia . On
the 6th h e marched by way of the Long Bridge over the Potomac,
through Washington to Georgetown. The 7th the march was to
Rabbit's farm beyond Tenallytown, District of Columbia. The
8th to Muddy Run, Maryland. Ninth, to Seneca Run beyond
Darnestown. Tenth, to Barnesville. The 12th to near the
Monocacy River, by way of Urbana. The 13th to th e foot of
Catoctin Mountain near Jefferson. September 14th the march
extended across the Mountain, and through Jefferson and
Burkittsville.
It w~s determined that the enemy was in Pleasant Valley
at the west side of South Mountain, and guarding the two principal passes, Crampton's and Turner's, against the Union forces,
which were on the east side. It was McClellan's desire to drive
the enemy away from these passes in order that his own men
could go through and defeat the enemy in sections.
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Early in the afternoon of September 14th General Slocum
was leading the column of his division toward Crampton's, and
the work of clearing this p ass devolved on him. Near Burkitts-

Showing the R elative Positions of South Mountain, Crampton'R Pass, The Antietam,
Harper 's F erry, Gettysburg and Frederick

ville he drove away the en emy's pickets, and found the enemy
occupying the entire P ass with infantry intren ched behind stone
walls at the foot · of the east, proximal side; also with infantry
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and batteries of cannon along up the side of the Mountain and
Pass, the sharpshooters being behind trees and inequalities of
the steep side. General Slocum led the attack in person. It required but few shots from his batteries and infantry to convince
him that nothing but a vigorous and continued bayonet charge
would rout the advantageously placed enemy. The lines were
immediately formed accordingly, the men obeyed promptly, and
they rushed over the intervening space, and stone wall, with a
cheer and with volleys of handarms' fire that sent panic to the
hearts of the Confederates not wounded, and caused a rout that
extended throughout the Pass. ' Slocum and his men were quick
to follow the dislodged and fleeing foe and, continuing as rapid
a pace as possible, drove the part not slain or wounded of his
enemy up and through the narrow, rough gap of great steepness
and down into Pleasant Valley on the other side. The charge
was so continuous and energetic that the enemy had no time to
make a stand. This great feat required about three hours of
most active and serious work.
The report of Major-General Slocum, U. S. Army, of the
Battle of Crampton's Pass, Maryland, is as follows:
HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH ARMY CORPS,

Camp in the Field, September 24, 1862.
Sir: I have tl1e 1honor of submitting the following report of the action
of this division in the engagement at Crampton Pass on the 14th instant:
The division encamped on the night of the 13th about 3 miles east of
Jefferson, on the Toad leading from Urbana to Jefferson. At daylight on
the 14th instant the division left camp, moved through ,Jefferson, and at
12 M. met the pickets of t he enemy near Burkittsville. Colonel Bartlett,
commanding the leading brigade, at once deployed the Ninety-sixth Regi. ment Pennsylvania VolunteeTs as skirmishers, who drove in the enemy's pickets and advanced to the village. 'rhe other regiments of the division were
t hen advanced to a position about half a mile east of the village, where they
were completely concealed from the view of the enemy and covered from
the fire of his artillery. Wolcott's First Maryland Battery was then ad vanced to a point to th e left of the infantry, and replied to the enemy's
artillery until preparations for the attack of the infantry were completed.
At 3 P. M. the column of attack was f ormed .in tlie following order :
The Twenty-seventh Regiment New York Voluntee1·s deployed as skirmishers, followed at a distance of 200 yards by the Fifth Maine and Sixteenth
New York Volunteers in line of battle; the briga des of General Newton
and Colonel Torbert followed, each brigade being in two lines, the regiments in line of battle and tl1e lines 200 ya::ds from each other; the Ninety-
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sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, of Bartlett's brigade, which bad advanced
into the village, formed in rear, and joined the column as it advanced; the
One Hundred and Twenty-fhst New York Volunteers was held as a reserve at the point where the column was formed. As soon as the advance
began, the enemy. opened with a heavy and well-directed artillery fire, but
the troops advanced steadily, every line in the entire column preserving its
alignment with as much accuracy as could have been expected at drill or
review. The line of skirmishers soon drew the fire of the enemy 's infantry,
which appeared in strong" position in rear of a stone wall, which afforded
them an admirable cover.
The position and strength of the enemy having been ascertained, the
skirmishers were withdrawn, an d Colonel Bartlett led the first line to a
point within 300 yards of the enemy's line. A severe engagement ensued,
the enemy having greatly the advantage in position, and being aided by at
least eight pieces of artillery posted on t he sides of the mountain. Th.e
position of this pass and its approaches 1·endered it evident that in the attempt to carry it reliance was to be placed mainly upon the infantry. I
had, therefore, left all the artillery of the division in rear, but fearing that
the stone wall behind which the enemy had taken cover would prove an
insurmountable obstacle to the advance of my lines, I at once used every
effort to bring forward a battery, with the view of driving the enemy from
his position. But before the battery was fairly in position this obstacle had
been ovel'Come by a most gallant charge of the infantry, and the enemy were
fleeing in confusion up the mountain·, closely pursued by every regiment of
·the division except the one in reserve, each vying with the other in the pursuit. The enemy made another stan d at the crest of the mountain, but were
speedily dispersed and pursued through t he pass and into the plain below.
The victory was complete, and resulted not only in the utter rout and dispersion of t he for ces opposed to us, but in the capture of 300 prisoners, 3
stand of colors, over 700 stapd of arms of the most approved pattern, 1
piece of artillery, and a very large number of knapsacks, haversacks, blankets, etc. The advance of Geneml Brooks ' brigade, of Smith's division, on
t he left of the pass, simultaneously with the advance of my division, did
much toward the accomplishment of the work assigned to the corps, and
rendered om victory more complete than it would otherwise have been.
Of the gallantry of the officers and men under my command I cannot
speak too highly. Although g1·eatly reduced in numbers by losses on the
Peninsula, although fatigued by long marches and constant service since the
opening of the spring campaign, each regiment-indeed, every man-did
his whole duty, not reluctantly, but with that eagerness and enthusiasm
which rendered success certain.
To attempt to designate any regiment, or any regime~tal or line officer, as being entitled to particular notice would be an act of injustice to
all others. I cannot, however, without great injustice omit to call attention
to the conduct of the brigade commanders, General Newton, Colonel Bartlett, and Colonel Torbert, all of whom led their brigades in the action, and
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gave renewed evidence of t heir skill and courage. Colonel Bartlett, commanding the leading brigade, was, on this, as on all former_occasions, conspicuous for his gallantry and skill with which he handled his troops under
a most galling fire. I sincerely trust that both Colonel Bartlett and Colonel
Torbert, commanding their respective brigades, both of whom have given
abundant proofs of thei1· qualifications for the position which they now
occupy as brigade commanders, may be rewarded by the promotion they
have so well earned.
I append a list of casualties, showing the number of officers killed, 5;
wounded, 16; men killed, 109; wounded, 381. Total killed, 114; wounded,
39 7; aggregate loss, 511.
·
This list embraces many of the bravest and most gallant officers and
soldiers of the division, for a more particular reference to whom I respect. fully refer to the reports of the brigade commanders, which are herewith
inclosed.
.
I am greatly indebted to the members of my staff, Major Rodgers,
assistant adjutant-general; Lieutenants Guindon and Shannon, aides-decamp, and to Captain Urquhart, of Colonel Bartl tt- 's staff, for the zealous
manner in which their respective duties were d'
··!;e<l
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient
at,
SLOCUM,

Major-Gen .

·· ci,

Commanding.

D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Sixth Army Cv.ps."

LIEUT. COL. OLIVER

General Franklin reported that "the advance of General
Slocum was made with admirable steadiness through a well directed fire from the enemy's batteries on theMountain.
This single charge, sustained as it was over a great distance, and
on a rough ascent of unusual steepness, was decisive. The enemy
was driven in the utmost confusion from a position of strength
and allowed no opportunity for even an attempt to rally, until
the Pass was cleared and in possession of our troops.
The victory was com,plete, and its achievement followed so
rapidly upon the first attack that the enemy's reserves, although
pushed forward at the double-quick, arrived but in time to participate in the flight and add confusion to the rout. Four hundred prisoners, from seventeen different organizations, seven
hundred stand of arms, one piece of artillery, and three stand of
It was the completest victory
colors, were captured.
gained up to that tim e by any part of the Army of the Potomac.''24
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''Slocum was a conspicuous figure in the charge, his soldierly
bearing and fearless exposure of his person to the enemy's fire
winning enthusiastic praise from the troops who fought by his
side.' ' 2 5
The enemy contending for Crampton:s P ass was numerous
and from strong commands, including lVIunford 's brigade of cavalry in Pleasant Valley, comprising the Second and Thirteenth
Virginia Regiments, -with Clem's battery and a section of the

Monuments at the Crest of Crampton's Pass to General Slocum's Men,
and War Correspondents

Portsmouth battery of naval howitzers, supported by two regiments of lVIahone 's brigade of R. H. Anderson's division. General lVIcLaws had, also, stationed the remainder of lVIahone 's brigade and the 'brigades of Semmes and Howell Cobb, of his own .
division, within supporting distance. General Cobb was in command of the Pass, with his strong forces well pl aced, and hidden
by the trees on both sides of the narrow defile, with orders from
lVIcLaws to "hold th e Pass if it cost every life in my command."

i
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Generals Cobb and Semmes reported that after their lines were
broken, all efforts to rally their troops were unsuccessful. 22
General Slocu~n assailed a formidable position of the enemy
and its carrying was a brilliant action, reported McClellan.
President Lincoln visited McClellan aud the Army of the
I;otomac near the Battle-field of the Antietam in October, going
through Crampton's Pass on his way thither. His attendants,
from the army, pointed to the enemy's position and explained
the work done by Slocum and his c.ommand. Lincoln expressed
astonishment at what had bElen done, reported General Franklin.
General Slocum's 1st Division of General Franklin's Vlth
Corps was composed, September 14th to 17th, of three brigades
of four regiments each, and four batteries of artillery, namely:
First Brigade, Colonel Albert T. A. Torbert commander; with the 1st
New Jersey Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Mark W. Collet; 2nd New Jersey, Colonel Samuel L. Buck; 3rd New Jersey, Colonel Henry W. Brown;
and 4th New Jersey, Colonel William B. Hatch. The lind Brigade, Colonel
Joseph J. Bartlett commander; with the 5th Maine Regiment, Colonel Nathaniel J. Jackson; 16th New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Joel J. Seaver; 27th
New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander D. Adams; and the 96th Pennsylvania, Colonel Henry L. Cake. The IIIrd Brigade, Brigadier-General
John Newton commander; with the 18th New York Regiment, LieutenantColonel George R. ~· yers; 31st New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Francis E.
Pinto; 32nd New Yo1·k, Colonel Roderick Matheson and Major George F.
Lemon; and the 95th Pennsylvania, Colonel Gustavus W. Town. Artillery,
Captain Emory Upton; Maryland Light, Battery A, Captain John W. Wolcott; Massachusetts Light, Battery A, Captain Josiah Porter; New Jersey
Light, Battery A, Captain William Hexamer; and the Second United
States Battery D, Lieutenant Edward B. Williston."

General Slocum took great pride in his artillery arm, as well
as in his infantry and other parts of his command. Having been
several ye.ars in the United States artillery service as a young
officer, and two years or more as instructor of artillery to the
New York State Militia, he was able to bring this arm of his
command to the same high degree of discipline and efficiency as
were all the others always exhibited.
After his Battle of Crampton's Pass, General Slocum with
his command bivouacked for the night literally astride of South
Mountain, occupying the hard-won Crampton's Pass, and extending, through it into Pleasant Valley not far from a considerable
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force of the enemy that had there assembled. The next morning the other part of the Sixth Corps joined Slocum and formed
in line of battle to attack the enemy; but he was, upon further
investigation, found by General :B'ranklin so numerous, and occupying such well chosen positions, that it was decided unwise
to lead an attack. Later in the day the enemy withdrew toward
Sharpsburg. September 15th and 16th were, therefore, passed
in accordance with McClellan's directions, in guarding the rear
of the Union Army, in more fully caring for the wounded, in
completing the burial of the dead, and in getting the much
needed rest from the previous day's exhausting work by Slocum
and his men.
'l'he evening of the 16th orders were received from McClellan directing that the Sixth Corps join the army next morning.
The march. was begun at 5.30 A .. M. and the distance of twelve
miles to the Battle-field of the Antietam creek was covered in
about four-and-a-half hours. This corps had been needed near
the Union center as a reserve that might be called to the point
where most needed but, on its nearing the field, the Union right
was so hard pressed by the enemy that it was immediately
· stopped for support there. 'I'wo brigades of General Slocum's
division were formed in column to assault the woods that had
been so hotly contested by Generals Hooker and ' Sumner, and
the other brigade was formed as. reserve. This enabled the Union
forces on the right to reclaim and hold much ground that was
important to them. Upon the arrival of these troops there was
. a lull on the part of the enemy, and General Sumner, in command of the Union right, directed postponement of further offensive operations. McClellan joined in this order ''as the repulse
of this [the Sixth], the only remaining corps available for attack, would imperil the safety of the whole army.'' The enemy,
also, desired respite. Slocum's troops suffered somewhat from
some further bombardment by the enemy to feel the temper of
the Union forces, but they not continuing to reply the enemy
soon ceased firing. September 18th more quiet prevaiied, and
the Union forces that were best able to work took the wounded
to safe places, buried the dead, and prepared for renewal of the
battle, orders having been issued to attack at daybreak next
morning. But here, as elsewhere, McClellan was too slow. But
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the enemy had received eno.ugh of battle at the Passes of South
Mountain and the Antietam Creek. The latter part of the 18th,
Confederate troops were brought over the nearby Potomac River
from the Virginia shore and posted near the Union right as a
ruse; and under cover of t he night the main body of the enemy
retreated into Virginia, leaving a bold front to the Union troops
meanwhile. In the morning two reconnaissances discovered well
stationed rear guards of the. enemy strong enough to make the
main body's retreat secure for some length of time.
General Slocum's report shows a severe strain upon his
troops with comparatively small loss, namely .:
HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS,

Camp near Bakersville, Septen1ber 26, J 862.
Sir: I have the honor to report that, early on the morning of tl1e J 7th
instant, the division under my command left Crampton's Pass to join the
main army, t hen already engaged with the enemy near Sharpsburg. We
reached the battle-field about 12 M., and immediately took position in front
of the white church, on the Hagerstown and Sharpsburg turnpike, relieving
a portion of .G eneral Sumner's corps. Our infant1·y, though not actively
· engaged, were exposed to a heavy artillery fire from the enemy until sundown, and are entitled to great credit for their gallantry under a severe
fire, which they were unable to return. The artillery of the division, under
command of First Lieutenant :Emory Upton, Fifth U. S. _rl.rtillery, was well
served and did good execution. The batteries of CaptaiP Hexamer, First
New Jersey Volunteer Artillery; Captain Wolcott, First Maryland Volunteer
Artillery; and Lieutenant Williston, Battery D, Second U. S. Artillery, were
all enga.ged, and thei~ fire proved very accurate and effective, twice silencing the enemy's guns, and holding in check a large force of his infantry.
'fhe officers and men of the division lay or rested upon their arms in
line of battle for over forty hours without leaving their position, and deserve
great credit for their fortitude displayed on that occasion.
I append a list of casualties, showing a loss of 5 men killed, 2 officers
and 56 men wour'tded, and 2 men missing, making a total loss of 65.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. SLOCUM,
Major-General Volunteers, Commanding.
LmuT. CoL. OLIVER D. GREENE,

Asst. Adj. Gen . . and Chief of Staff, Sixth Army Corps."

Th e Union forces engaged in the battles of Crampton's and
'l'urner's Pass, of South Mountain, and at the Antietam Creek,
Maryland, numbered 87,164, against 97,445 of the enemy. 'fhe
Union forces did not lose a flag or cannon, but they captured
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f r om the enemy 13 pieces of artillery, 39 flags, upwards of 15,000
stand of small arms, and more than 6,000 prisoners, besides the
fields of battle (McClellan) .1 9
The casualties of these battles were; Union, killed, 2,108;
wounded, 9,549; missing, 753; total, 12,390.
Confederate:
Killed, 2,700; wounded, 9,024; missing, 1,800; total, 13,524. 113
Report was received by McClellan September 19th, that
Stuart's Confederate cavalry 4,000 strong, with 10,000 infantry
and artillery, had appeared up ~he Potomac at Wililamsport,
Maryland. This was probably a ruse to divide the Union forces
to favor Lee's badly shattered corps seeking rest in northern
Virginia. McClellan dispatched General qouch with good force,
ho,Yever, to hasten to Williamsport, also directin g the Sixth Corps
with Slocum's division to keep within supporting distance. Slocum was en,camped for the night of the 19th by the Potomac opposite Shepherdstown, West Virginia. About midnight the 20th,
he was called to advance on Williamsport, which place he occupied about two days. Stuart and his forces made good their
escape without giving the Union forces opportunity for an engagement. General Slocum then proceeded down the Potomac,
an d his division encamped at the cross roads about a mile northwest of Bakersville, Maryland.
Good results of the United States Signal Service were well
illustrated in the Battle of Antietam, and with the detachments
of Union troops following the enemy afterward. A few excerpts
relating to our subject are here given, viz.:
Sept. 17, 1862.

At Hdqrs. Station, near Sharpsburg, Md.

To General J'vicClellan:
Reinforcements are badly wanted. Our troops are giving away. I am
hunting for French 's and Slocum's divisions. If you know where they
are, send them immediately.
General Sumner.
To MBN Station:
Where is General

Sumner~

Major Myer.

To Major Myer:
We are in communi cation with General Sumner.
MBN Station.
To MajOT Myer:
vVe have found General Slocum. H e is near us.
Pierce and Barrett.

J
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'l'o . General McClellan:
All is - quiet this morning so far.
of us.
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'l'he enemy's pickets are in front
General Sum:t\.er.

'l'o General McClellan:
18th.
'l'he rebels sent flag of truce t;his morning, asking to bury their dead.
Flag was sent back.
General Slocum.
'l'o Officers at Williamsport:
Ascert-ain and report if any mov_;ments of the enemy have been vi5ible
near Williamsport to-day.
Major Myer.
To Major Myer:
There have been no movements visible. I report to Couch. Franklin
is in command.
Owen.
To General Franklin, Williamsport:
I have just sent you an order to move your command to near Bakersville; General Couch to Downsville, on the same road. , You can move at
once. 'l'he orderly will meet you.
E. B. Marcy, Chief of Staff. 28

At the termination of the enemy's invasion of Maryland,
President Lincoln decided that this overt act required more active measures by him regaraing human slavery, the great institution of the Southern States. He, therefore, published his historic
Proclamation of Emancipation,' S~ptember 22nd, and two days
later this great article of liberty was officially proclaimed in the
armies of the United States.

NOTES ON CRAMPTON'S GAP AND ANTIETAM.
BY WM. B. FRANKLIN, MAJOR-GENERAL, U. S. V.

the 2d and 6th of September, the Sixth Corps remained in
B ETWEEN
camp near Alexandria and collected horses and transportation for ammu·nition and provisions, which were gradually disembarked. On the latter
date it marched to Tenallytown, beyond Georgetown, D. C., crossing the
Potomac by the Long Bridge, and beginning the Maryland campaign. Its
·daily marches thereafter, to the date of the battle of Antietam, were regulated by orders from General McClellan, who, in turn, was in direct communi·cation with Washington. It appears from the telegraphic correspondence
which was carried on between Halleck and McClellan, that while the latter
believed that General Lee's object was the invasion of P ennsylvania, the
former could not divest himself of the notion that Lee was about to play the
Union army some slippery trick by turning its left, getting between it and
Washington and Baltimore, and then taking each city by a coup-de-rnain.
The following are extracts from some of General Hall8ck's dispatches:
SEPT. 9.-" . . . I think we must be very cautions about stripping too much the forts on
-the Virginia side. It may be the enemy's object to draw off the mass of our forces, and then
.attempt to attack from the Virginia side of the Potomac."
SEPT. 11.-" I think the main force of the enemy is in your front; more troops can be spared
from here."!
SEPT. 13.-" I am of opinion that the enemy will send a small column toward P ennsy!vania, so as to draw your forces in that direction; then suddenJy move on Washington with the
forces south of the Potomac, and those he may cross over."
J General McClellan states that he received the dispatch iJ;l this form, but as printed in the "Official
Records," Vol. XIX., Pt. II. , p. 253, the sentence reads: "If the main .force of the enemy is in your
front, more troops can be spared from here."- EDITORS.
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SEPT. 14.-" Scouts report a large force still on Virginia side of the Potomac, near Leesburg.
If so, I fear you are exposing your left flank, a{;_d that the enemy can cross in your rear."
SEPT. 16.-" I fear now more than ever that they [the enemy] will recross at Harper's
Ferry, or below, and turn your left, thus cutting you off from Washington. . . . "

On September 12th, Mr. Lincoln telegraphed General McClellan that he
believed the enemy was recrossing the Potomac, and said, " Please do not let
him get off without being hurt."
These dispatches demonstrate that it was McClellan's duty as a subordinate
to move slowly and cautiously in his advance, although he believed that the
whole of Lee's army was in his front. And during the whole Maryland campaign his army was nearer Washington than was Lee's.
On or before September 7th, General McClellan advised that Harper's Ferry
should be evacuated via Hagerstown, so as to hold the Cumberland Valley
against an advance toward Harrisburg, and on the lOth of September he
asked that the garrison at Harper's Ferry should be ordered to join him.
General Halleck in answer to the last request stated, " There is no way for
Colonel Miles to join you at present; his only chance is to defend his works
till you can open communication with him." Yet during the night of September 14th two regiments of cavalry marched out of Harper's Ferry to
Hagerstown without meeting any enemy; and the whole infantry and fieldartillery force of the garrison might have es~aped before the 14th had General McClellan's advice of September 7th and lOth been followed. So the
Sixth Corps moved by easy marches toward the Blue Ridge, under daily
orders from the commanding general, and on the 14th of September fought
the battle of Crampton's Gap, gaining the completest victory gained up to
that time by any part of the Army of the Potomac.
While Burnside and Hooker were forcing Turner's Gap to open the direct
road to Hagerstown, I was ordered to move by Crampton's Gap, five miles
farther south, and gain Rohrersville, in order to cut off McLaws and R. H.
Anderson on Maryland Heights, and to relieve Harper's Ferry. About noon on
the 14th of September, the head of my column, Slocum's division, came upon
Munford's brigade of cavalry, comprising the 2d and 12th Virginia regiments,
with Chew's battery and a section of the Portsmouth battery of naval
howitzers, supported by two regiments of Mahone's brigade of R. H. Anderson's division, under Colonel William A. Parham. General McLaws had also
posted the remainder of Mahone's brigade and the brigades of Semmes and
Cobb of his own division within supporting distance, and ordered General
Howell Cobb to take command and to hold the pass against us. With the
remainder of Anderson's division and his own, General McLaws occupied
Maryland H eights, distant five miles. I quote from my official report of the
action which ensued :
" The enemy was strongly posted on both sides of the road, which made a steep ascent
through a narrow defile, wooded on both sides and offering· great advantages of cover and
position. Their advance was posted near the base of the mountain, in the r ear of a stone-wall,
stretching to the right of the road at a point where the ascent was gradual and for the most part
over open fields. Eight gulls had been stationed on the road and at points on the sides and
summit of the mountain to the left of the pass. It was evident that the position could be carried
I
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'l'he Confeclerate Rharp-shooters were behind their m ain line on higher ground, protected by trees and bowlders.
After Parham's troops r etired, Cobb, who h ad just r eached the field, ass umed commaud.-EDITORS.

only by an infantry attack. Accordingly, I directed Major-General .Slocum to advance his
division through the village of Burkittsville and commence the attack upon the right. Wolcott's
1st Maryland Battery was stationed on the left and to the rear of the village, and maintained
a steady fire on the positions of the enemy until they were assailed and carried by our troops.
Smith's division was placed in r eserve on the east side of the village, and held in readiness to
cooperate with General Slocum or support his attack as occasion might require. Captain
Ayres's battery of this division was posted on a commanding ground to the left of the reserves,
and kept up an uninterrupted fire on the principal battery of the enemy until the latter was
driven from its position.
"The advance of General Slocum was made with admirable steadiness through a well-directed
fire from the batteries on the mountain, the brigade of Colonel Bartlett taking the lead, and followed at proper intervals by the brigades of General Newton and Colonel Torbert. Upon fully
determining the enemy's position, the skirmishers were withdrawn and Colonel Bartlett became
engaged along his entire line. H e maintained his ground steadily under a sever e fire·for some
time at a manifest disadvantage, until' reenforced by two r egiments of General Newton's brigade upon his right, and the brigade of Colonel Torbert and the two remaining regiments of
Newton's on his left. The line of battle thus formed, an immediat e charge was ordered, and
most gallantly executed. The men swept forward with a cheer, over the· stone-wall, dislodging
the enemy, and pursuing him up the mountain-side to the cr est of the hill and down the opposite slope. This single charge, sustained as it was over a great distance, and on a roug·h
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.ascent of unusual steepness, was decisive. The enemy was driven in the utmost confusion
from a position of strength and allowed no opportunity for even an attempt to rally, until the
pass was cleared and in the possession of our troops.
" When the division under General Slocum :first became actively engaged, I directed Gen€ral Brooks's brigade, of Smith's division, to advance upon the left of the road and dislodge
the enemy from the woods upon Slocum's flank. . The movement was promptly and steadily
made under a severe artillery fire. General Brooks occupied the woods after a slight resistance, and then advanced, simultaneously with General Slocum, rapidly and in good order,
to the crest of the mountain. The victory was complete, and its achievement followed so rapidly upon the first attack that the enemy's reserves, although pushed forward at the doublequick, arrived but in time to participate in the flight and add confusion to the rout. 400
prisoners, from 17 different organizations, 700 stand of arms, 1 piece of artillery, and 3 stand of
-colors were captured." . . .

The gun was a 12-pounder howitzer belonging to the Troup artillery
.attached to Cobb's brigade, and was captured by the 95th Pennsylvania,
Colonel Gustavus W. Town, of Newton's brigade. General C?bb says it
was "lost by an accident to the axle," but according to Colonel Town's
report the artillerists fled before his advance, "merely disabling it temporarily by throwing off one ·wheel from the limber, which was left with
the horses near at hand." Two of the · colors were captured by the 4th
New Jersey regiment, Colonel William B. Hatch, of Torbert's brigade, and
one by the 16th New York, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Joel J.
Seaver, of Bartlett's brigade. A fourth stand of colors, belonging to
the 16th Virginia regiment, of Mahone's brigade, was taken by the 4th
Vermont regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Charles B. Stoughton, of Brooks's
brigade.
No report appears to have been made by Colonel Parham, who commanded
Mahone's brigade, nor by his division commander, General R. H. Anderson,
who was wounded at Antietam, but the reports of Generals Cobb and Semmes
and Colonel Munford sufficiently indicate the effect of our advance upon the
forces under their command. Munford, who had eight guns, his two regiments of cavalry dismounted, and Mahone's brigade, was driven from his
position behind a stone-wall at the foot of the pass. Cobb now came to his
support, dividing his brigade to the right and left, but too late to change the
Tesult. One regiment, the lOth Georgia, of Semmes's brigade, also joined in
Parham's defense, while the remaining three regiments, with nine guns of
Manly's, Macon's, and Page's batteries, were posted for the defense of Burkittsville Gap, about a mile below toward our left, where the artillery is
described, in the Confederate reports, as having done "good service." .General Cobb says:
"As I was marching the last of the column, I received a message from you [McLaws] . . .
that I must hold the gap if it cost the life of every man in my co=and. . . . Two of my
regiments were sent to the right and two to the left to meet these movements of the enemy. In
this we were successful, until the center gave way, pressed by fresh troops of the enemy and
increased numbers. Up to this time the troops had fought well and maintained their ground
against greatly superior forces. The lOth Georgia regiment, of General Semmes's brigade, had
been ordered to the gap from their position at the foot of the mountain and participated in the
batt~e with great courage and energy. After the lines were broken, all my efforts to rally the
troops were unsuccessful."
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A BATT ERY GOING INTO ACTION.

General Semmes, who hurried forward to offer his assistance to General Cobb,
thus describes the scene he witnessed on the Confederate side of the crest :
"Arriving at the base of and soon after commencing the ascent of the mountain at Crampton's Gap, I encountered fugitives from the battle-field and endeavored to turn them back.
Proceeding farther up the mountain, the troops were m et pouring down the road and through
the wood in great disorder, where I found Genentl Cobb and his staff, at the imminent risk of
their lives, using every effort to check and rally them. I immediately joined my efforts, and
those of my staff who were with me, to General Cobb's, and cooperated with him for a considerable time in the vain effort to rally the men."

General McLaws moved Wilcox's brigade of R. H. Anderson's, and later
Kershaw's and Barksdale's brigades of his own division, to the support of
Cobb, but not in time to take part in the engagement. · The report of General
McLaws shows that h e accmately appreciated the effect of our success in
completely shutting up his command on Maryland Heights until the smrender
of Harper's F erry opened the door for him to cross into Virginia. Accepting
the estimate of Mr. Thomas White, who was chief clerk in the adjutantgeneral's office at General L ee's headquarters, and had charge of the r eturns,
the whole available force under McLaws was 8000 men, and mine, on the
basis of the last retmns, 12,300. Couch's division (7219 men) of the Fomth
Corps did not reach the field -of the . 14th until the fighting was over, and
was detached from my command early the next morning. But these fi gures
are at least one-fifth, if not one-fourth, beyond the actual effective strength.
General Cobb estimates the Confederate forces actually engaged at 2200.
Mine can hardly have exceeded 6500 ; heavy odds, indeed, but so are stone
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walls and a steep mountain pass. My losses were 533. The losses in Parham's
(Mahone's) brigade, spoken of as heavy, are not reported; those in Cobb's
and Semmes's brigades are given as 749.
At the end of the fight, after nightfall, the division of the corps which had
borne the brunt of the fight (Slocum's), was, as it were, astride of the mountain. Of the other division (Smith's), the brigades of Brooks and Irwin were
on the mountain, the reserve under Hancock being at the eastern base.
Couch's division reported to me at 10 P.M. J Early the next morning, Smith's
division was sent into Pleasant Valley, west of tp_e Blue Ridge, to begin the
movement toward Harper's Ferry. Couch's division was sent, by order of the
commanding general, to occupy Rohrersville. Slocum was to support Smith.
As I was crossing the mountain about 7 A.M., on September 15th, I had
a good view of the enemy's force below, which seemed to be well posted
on hills stretching across the valley, which is at this place about two miles
wide. When I reached General Smith we made an examination of the position, and concluded that it would be suicidal to attack it. The whole breadth
of the valley was occupied, and batteries swept the only approaches to the
position. We estimated the force as quite as large as ours, and it was in a
position which, properly defended, would have required a much greater force
than ours to have carried. I am unable to give the numbers, but McLaws,
in his report of the operations of the day, states that he formed the line across
the valley with the brigades of Kershaw and Barksdale, except one regiment
and two guns of the latter, and the "remnants" of the brigades of Cobb,
Semmes, Mahone, and Wilcox, which he afterward states were very small.
The only force available for an attack would have been Smith's division
of about 4500 men, Slocum's division being in no condition for a fight that
day. Reading between the lines of General McLaws's report, he seems to
have been disgusted that I did not attack him. The evidence before the
court of inquiry on the surrender of Harper's Ferry shows that the white
flag was shown at 7: 30 A.M., on the 15th, and the firing ceased about one
hour afterward. It is evident, therefore, that a fight between General MeLaws's force and mine could have bad no effect upon the surrender of Harper's Ferry. Success on my part would have drawn me farther away from
the army and would have brought me in dan~erous nearness to Jackson's
force, already set free by the surrender. McLaws's supports were three and
a half miles from him, while my force was seven miles from the main army.
Later on that day the enemy withdrew from Pleasant Valley and Harper's
Ferry toward Sharpsburg. Couch's division j~ined me, and the corps
· remained stationary without orders from McClellan until the evening of the
16th, when I was ordered to march the next morning to join the army and to
send Couch's division to occupy Maryland Heights. Accordingly the corps
started at 5:30 A.M., and the advance reached the field of Antietam at 10 A.M.,
about twelve miles distant from the starting-point.
I In October, 1862 , when Mr. Lincoln visited the army, he came through Crampton's Gap; he told me
that he was astonished to see and h ear of what we had done there. He thanked me for it, and said that
he had not understood it before. He was in all respects very kind and complimentary. - W . B. F.
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General Smith's division arrived first and was immediately brought into
action in the vicinity of the Dunker Church, repelling a strong attack made
by the enemy at this point. The details of the part borne by the corps in the
battle are graphically given in the official reports.
While awaiting the arrival of Slocum, I went to the right, held by
Sumner. I found him at the head of his troops, but much depressed. He
told me that his whole corps was
exhausted and could do nothing
more that day. It was lying in line
of battle partly in a wood from which
it had driven . the enemy that morning. About three hundred yards in
its front, across an open field, was a
wood nearer the bank of the river,
strongly held by the enemy. The
corps had been driven back from an
attack on this wood with great loss.
When General Slocum arrived I
placed two brigades of his division
on General Sumner's left and was
awaiting the arrival of his third briMA,JO R-GENERAL E . V. SUMNEI!.
gade, which was to be in reserve.
FROM A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BEl'ORE THE WAll.
With the two brigades I intended to
make an attack on the wood referred to, and General Sumner was informed
of my intention. The two brigades were ready to move. Just as the third
brigade arrived, General Sumner rode up and directed me not to make the attack, giving as a reason for his order, that if) were defeated the right would
be entirely routed, mine being the only troops left on the right that had any
life in them. Major Hammerstein, of McClellan's staff, was near, and I requested him to inform General McClellan of the state of affairs, and that I
thought the attack ought to be made. Shortly afterward McClellan rode up,
and, after h earing the statements of Sumner and · myself, decided that as the
day had gone so well on the other parts of the line that it would be unsafe to
risk anything on the right. Of course, no advance was made by the division.
Later in the day General McClellan came again to my headquarters, and
there was pointed out to him a hill on the right, commanding the wood, and it
was proposed that the hill should be occupied ·b y our artillery early the next
morning, and that after shelling the wood, the attack should be made by the
whole corps from the position then held by it. He assented to this, and it
was understood that the attack was to be made. During the night, however, the order was countermanded. I met him about 9 o'clock on the morning of the 18th. He informed me that he countermanded the order because
fifteen thousand P ennsylvania troops would soon arrive, and that upon their
arrival the attack would be ordered. The troops, however, did not arrive,
and the order was not renewed that day. On the 19th the corps entered the
wood, expecting a fight, but the enemy had slipped off during the night.
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MOVEMKN'l'S lrROJ\1 SEPTEMBEit 10 TO 17.
A, A. J ackson, a March from Frederick to Sharpsburg.
D, D. Walker's l\Iarch from the Monocacy to Sharpsburg.
B, B. Longstreet's
'~
::
::
E, E. Confederate Position at Antietam.
·• [tietam.
C, C. McLaws and Anderson' s
H. H. Franklin' s Mar ch from ~leasant Valley to the AnFranklin followed the same route as..MeLaws from Frederick to Pleasant Valley ; the r emainder of the Union army
that of Longstreet from Frederick to Boonesboro', and thence to the Antietnm. The arr ows show the direction of the
march. Where two or more letters come togeth .!r, it i ndicates that the several bodies follOwed the same route.
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